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The Legislation of the Empire, 1898-1907. Edited by C. E. A. 
Bedwell. London: Botterworth & Co. 1909. 4 vols. Vol. I, pp. 
xxxv, 545; Vol. LT, pp. x, 482; Vol. HI, pp. x, 528; Vol. IV, pp. 231. 

This decennial index covering the statutes and ordinances, about 
twenty-five thousand in number, passed by some eighty legis- 
lative bodies in the British Empire during the decade ending 
in 1907, is the means adopted by the Society of Comparative 
Legislation, in connection with its annual summaries for carry- 
ing out the comparative method. These volumes by them- 
selves, or better still, in connection with the Annuaire of the 
Societe de Legislation Gomparee and the digest of the laws of the 
various states compiled by the New York State Library, reveal dis- 
tinctly the great lines of modern legislation. Here is material from 
which some later day Montesquieu may construct a new "Esprit des 
Lois." But it has also a more practical usefulness for every citizen 
and legislator. A study of it will make plain the vast difference be- 
tween the spirit of tho immediate past and that of the immediate 
present and will emphasize properly that this is an era of construc- 
tion, a knowledge of the details of which is of vital importance to 
anyone who would take part therein. In addition to emphasizing 
this difference and this necessity, the work makes readily accessible 
the information as to the details, in the shape of actual enactments. 
Such material is invaluable in the drafting of satisfactory statutes 
in matters not absolutely untried. 

One need only glance at the index to discover that the principal 
topics are of almost universal interest — immigration, the administra- 
tion of justice, codification of law, public health in all its various 
phases, and labor legislation, particularly that dealing with the pre- 
vention and settlement of trade disputes. No one of these problems 
is peculiar to the British Empire and a knowledge of the various solu- 
tions that are there being attempted cannot but be of the very 
greatest value to the draftsman of statutes intended to meet similar 
situations elsewhere. It would seem particularly useful in the United 
States where the uninitiated are so frequently intrusted with these 
weighty problems without previous opportunity for self-instruction. 
The work which the Society of Comparative Legislation is perform- 
ing as a private enterprise is, indeed, as Lord Eosebury remarks in 
the preface, a much more useful one than many others for which 
the State provides from its own coffers. 

E. G. B. 
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